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PREFACE. 


WITH the current issue (December, 1884), the publication of the MONTHLY REFERENCE LIsTS 
ceases. A brief statement may not be out of place in this connection, as to the purpose which the 
issues of these four years have aimed to serve, and their relation to kindred lines of library work. 

As representing a distinct stage in the development of public libraries and of the assistance 
rendered by them totheir readers, these volumes have no little significance. Aid so direct, sys- 
tematic, and specialized, as is here furnished was not one of the ruling considerations in the founda- 
tion of public libraries, thirty years ago. In the earlier stage of these American libraries, the 
chief concern of those in charge was to gather and protect the volumes which comprised them. 
Side by side, however, with the use of public libraries by the public whom they are intended to 
serve, has grown up an expressed desire for more direct and more comprehensive assistance,—a 
demand which those in charge of the libraries have been only too happy to supply. Nowhere did 
this demand receive earlier and more intelligent attention than at the Boston Public Library. 
Some fifteen years ago, a series of helps to readers was there begun, which has continued, with 
interesting modifications and developments, to the present day. Among the helps thus furnished 
are special class lists in such departments as history or fiction, the insertion of elaborate notes 
on sources of information, the analytic cataloguing of the contents of books, and still other forms 


of assistance. 
A new period in library administration, however, may be said to date from the holding of the 


first conference of librarians at Philadelphia, in 1876. The past eight years may be most appro- 
priately designated the ‘‘ codperative period” of American libraries. It has been marked by the 
organization of the American Library Association, the establishment of the Library Bureau, and 
the publication of the Library Fournal,—each one of them an important agency in making known to 
all libraries the best method of doing any given thing, which might be put in operation by any one 
of them; and especially intensifying and developing the practice of furnishing intelligent and 
systematic assistance to readers. 

It is perhaps to be considered no less the good fortune than the merit of the Providence Public 
Library that, founded in 1878, it was able to avail itself from the outset of these modern prin- 
ciples of library management. It was indeed determined, long before the issue of a single book 
from its shelves, that not only such assistance should be furnished as was specifically asked for, 
but such other assistance as might be practicable, with a view to actually developing and en- 
couraging habits of research. Yet while this general principle was assumed, by no means all of 
the details in the series of library helps which have been developed were foreseen, or expressly 
provided for. The system has been in the fullest sense a growth. One specific measure was, 
however, definitely provided for from the start, and this may be considered to be the tap-root from 
which subsequent developments have proceeded. This is the practice of posting each morning a 
list of references to the works on a given subject of current interest. The principle had earlier 
appeared in the quarterly lists included in the Bulletins of the Boston Public Library, and this 
was an application of the same idea to a more frequent period of issue. The growing demand for 
assistance of this kind, on the part of this library’s readers, has led successively to the adoption of 
the hektograph, for the supplying of copies of the lists to a limited number of readers ; to printing 
in the daily newspapers weekly lists of a similar nature ; and lastly to the regular monthly issue 
of these MONTHLY REFERENCE Lists—the lists of references in this latter instance being more com- 
prehensive and extended, the readers using them being those specially interested in serious and 
determined reading and study, and the topics chosen being ‘“‘standard’’ as well as ‘‘current.” It 
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is no less noteworthy, that while the publication of these MONTHLY REFERENCE Lists was primarily 
undertaken for the benefit of the readers in the local ‘‘ constituency’’ of the above-mentioned 
library, the result has been that that constituency has so widened as to take in readers in all parts 
of this country, and not a few outside its limits, in Canada, England, Germany, etc. The class of 
readers applying for these helps has also been a surprise. The primary intention has always been 
to aid “‘ the average reader at a public library ;’’ but with the widening of the usefulness of these 
lists, it has been found that they are subscribed for by students, teachers, professors in colleges, 
college libraries, public libraries, newspapers, and weekly and monthly periodicals. It has been 
a by no means uninteresting discovery to find that a constituency for just this species of publi- 
cation existed—-a most significant indication of the new conditions of using libraries. 

Looking back upon these four years’ issues, it will be seen that the lists which have thus been 
furnished have been very closely connected with the noteworthy events of these years, furnishing 
as they do a basis for pursuing a more or less comprehensive study of the assassination of Alex- 
ander II., the revision of the New Testament, the Yorktown anniversary, the interoceanic canal 
movement, the Chinese immigration question, the National banking system, the Philadelphia bi- 
centennial, the tariff discussion, the transit of Venus, the civil service reform movement, the posi- 
tion of the Indian tribes, the East River bridge, the anniversary of the treaty of peace of 1783, 
the agitation of the question of classical or scientific courses of study, the Soudan, the French in 
Tong-King, the earthquake of 1884, and the New Orleans Exposition. At the same time, the fact 
that so large a portion of the lists have been what may be described as ‘‘standard,’’ rather than 
‘*current,’’ still farther contributes to make these lists of permanent rather than ephemeral value. 

That the plan and scope of the MONTHLY REFERENCE LisTs have unexpectedly expanded 
during the past four years may be seen by comparing the later issues with those of a few years 
ago. For this reason, and on account of the increasing pressure of other library duties, the writer 
announced his intention, one year ago, of relinquishing it to other hands at the close of 1884, 
not doubting that some one would be found to take up the work where he leaves it. While he 
regrets that this expectation has been disappointed, he must at the same time consider it as 
fortunate that in some form at Jeast approximating to this, similar lists prepared by various libra- 


rians will make their appearance. It is proposed to include these as a feature of the Literary 
News, issued monthly from the same office of publication as the MONTHLY REFERENCE Lists and 
the Libvary Fournal, and sent as a supplement to all subscribers to the Library Fournal, as well 
as widely circulated to individual subscribers and through booksellers. The extension of this 
‘‘library idea” to so wide a circle of readers is to some extent a compensation for the change of 


form. 
WILLIAM E. FOSTER, 


DECEMBER I5, 1884. : Providence Public Library, 
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CORRECTIONS. 


2, 2d column, line 35, for adits, read habit, 

3, 2d column, line 14 from bottom, for 1882, read 1883. 
7, Ist column, line 8 from bottom, for axnti-masonic, read anti-masonic. 
g, Ist column, line 25, for giv/, read gir/s. 

10, Ist column, line 3, for Da/t, read Dadl/. 

10, 2d column, line 33, for C. P. Marsh read G. P. Marsh. 
13, 2d column, line 11 from bottom, for /éve, read /ives, 
14, 2d column, line 28, for Burkes’ read Burke's. 

14, 2d column, line 31, for 1884, read 1854. 

15, Ist column, line 15, for 1756, read 1576. 

16, 1st column, line 32, for was, read weve. 

17, Ist column, line 18, for 2 : 68-76, read v. 68-76. 

19, 2d column, line 15, for d7/ng, read being. 

22, 2d column, line 8, for gveat, read Great. 

23, Ist column, line 4, for 4 germ, read For a germ. 

23, 2d column, line 18, for ve/ations, read relation. 


28, ist column, lines 34-35, for ‘* Sebastian Cabot—John Cabot,” read ‘‘ Sebastian Cabct 


John Cabot =O.” 
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31, 2d column, line 11 from bottom, for AZarch read AZay. 
32, Ist column, line 14, for 132, read 134. 
35, 2d column, line 13, for and the explorations, read and for the explorations. 


37, Ist column, line 20, for Wand, read Waud. 
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